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MINUTES of a meeting of the AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE held in the Remote 
Meeting Using Microsoft Teams on TUESDAY, 24 NOVEMBER 2020  
 
Present:  Councillor S Gillard (Chairman) 
 
Councillors D Harrison, C C Benfield, D Bigby, J Clarke, M D Hay, K Merrie MBE, V Richichi and 
S Sheahan  

 
Officers:  Mrs T Bingham, Miss A Wright, Mrs L Marron, Miss E Warhurst, Mr C Colvin, 
Mrs C Hammond and Mr T Delaney 
 
External Audit: Mr M Surridge and Mr M Butler 
 

27. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies. 
 

28. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

29. MINUTES 
 
Consideration was given to the minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2020. 
 
It was moved by Councillor D Harrison, seconded by Councillor V Richichi and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 October 2020 were approved as a correct record. 
 

30. REPORT TO THOSE CHARGED WITH GOVERNANCE 2019/20 
 
The External Auditors presented the report 
 
In response to questions and concerns from members, the external auditor outlined the 
process that would be followed should the pending letter in relation to the pensions fund 
not be received by the 30th November and highlighted that it was the same situation for all 
the authorities across Leicestershire. He also acknowledged that the some of the 
language that was used was a little difficult to understand and provided clarification on 
what was meant by ‘material’ and ‘uplift’. 
 
It was moved by Councillor S Gillard, seconded by Councillor D Harrison and  
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1) The External Auditor’s audit completion report, as set out in appendix A, be noted. 
 

2) The management representation letter attached at appendix B be approved. 
 

31. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2019/20 
 
The Head of Finance presented the report to members highlighting identified improvement 
actions and their progress. 
 
It was noted that the items on page 11 had been carried over originally from 17/18 not 
18/19 as set out in the document and the date would be updated after the meeting before 
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the final version was published. Members were also advised that the implementation of 
the new finance system was on track for March 2021. 
 
In response to a question from a member, the Head of Finance detailed how the 
assessment of the social, economic and environmental impact was carried out for 
policy/decision making, highlighting changes that had been made to report templates as 
an example. 
 
It was moved by Councillor S Gillard, seconded by Councillor K Merrie and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The Annual Governance Statement (as attached to the report at appendix A) be 
approved. 
 

32. ANNUAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2019/20 
 
The Head of Finance presented the report to members highlighting the sections relating to 
the material uncertainties as a result of COVID and the impact of the pandemic on the 
values of the figures contained in the statement, and the restatement of in respect of the 
Council’s pension liability. 
 
It was noted that there was a significant difference between the two versions of the 
document, in the narrative report on page 14, that the Committee had received. The 
Finance Team Manager advised that when the original document was created the 
financial outturn had not been finalised and the final version before them had been 
amended to include the most up to date figures. 
 
It was moved by Councillor S Gillard, seconded by Councillor J Clarke and 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1) The Annual Statement of Accounts be approved. 
 

2) The Committee Chair be authorised to sign the accounts as approved. 

 
3) Authority be delegated to the Committee Chair and Section 151 Officer to approve 

any minor non material amendments, as agreed with the auditor, to the accounts 
on behalf of the Committee. 

 

33. COMMITTEE WORK PLAN 
 
The Committee considered its current work plan. 
 
Members asked that, in line with the scrutiny agendas and work plans, the item be moved 
to the start of the agenda for future meetings. 
 
It was agreed by officers that it would be moved for the next meeting. 
 
RESOLVED THAT: 
 
The committee work plan be noted. 
 

The meeting commenced at 6.30 pm 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.27 pm 

 


